Discussion and Analysis

The inspector who issued the subject citation testified
that there was no directional signal for the designated
escapeway from the 53 room at the main intake escapeway to
Park Shaft.  The inspector expressed the opinion that miners
could make a mistake and go inby (Tr. 11) .  The inspector
testified that the operator marks its escapeways with
reflectors and that reflectors were present in the escapeway
on the day the citation was issued (Tr. 15).  According to
the inspector, the reflector nearest the cited intersection
was 50 feet outby the intersection (Tr. 26-27) .  The in-
spector admitted that miners coming to the intersection
would see a green reflector when looking to the left (outby)
and would not see any reflector if they looked to the right

(inby) (Tr. 16).  The inspector stated that the reflector
was readily visible when the miners got into the escapeway

(Tr. 27).  The inspector further agreed that there was a
considerable volume of air coming up the intake escapeway at
the cited intersection and that if a miner were knowledgeable
of the air in the mine he would know which direction was
outby based on the direction of airflow (Tr. 19).  It was
the inspector's position that an intersection should have a
directional arrow marking the exit route even when a re-
flector is used.  He acknowledged the operator was never put
on notice an arrow was required in addition to the reflector

(Tr. 23-24).

The assistant mine foreman who accompanied the inspector
during the inspection testified that the intake escapeways
are marked with green reflectorsr the return escapeways are
marked with red reflectors and the alternate return escapeway
is marked 'with white reflectors (Tr. 31, 34).  The reflectors
are usually hung from the roof in the middle .of the entry

(Tr. 32).  Contrary to the inspector's testimony, the
assistant mine foreman stated that in this instance there
was one reflector about 20 feet outby the cited intersection
and another one approximately 85 feet outby (Tr. 32).  He
said that miners would see green reflectors if they looked
to the left at the intersection and the miners were trained
to follow the reflectors (Tr. 35-36).  While admitting that
miners must come into the intersection to see the reflector
20 feet away, the assistant mine foreman noted that the
miners have to enter the intersection in order to escape

(Tr. 37).  He also stated that reflectors are a better
indicator than arrows when smoke is present because the
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